Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 FRANKF 08835 031504Z 

67 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 IO-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
/072 W 

110052 

R 03 1450Z DEC 76 
FM AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6419 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE FRANKFURT 8835 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, GW 

SUB J : VOGEL ELECTED MINISTER-PRESIDENT OF RHEINLAND-PFALZ 
REF: FRANKFURT 7979 

AS EXPECTED, DR. BERNHARD VOGEL (CDU) WAS ELECTED MINISTER- 
PRESIDENT OF RHEINLAND-PFALZ YESTERDAY BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE 
LANDTAG. THE RESULTS OF THE SECRET BALLOT WERE 54 IN FAVOR 
OF VOGEL AND 40 AGAINST. WITH 5 ABSTENTIONS. SINCE THE LANDTAG 
IS COMPOSED OF 54 DEPUTIES FROM THE CDU, 40 FROM THE SPD, 

AND 5 FROM THE FDP, IT SEEMS VERY LIKELY THAT THE VOTE SPLIT ALONG 
PARTY LINES, WITH ALL FDP DEPUTIES ABSTAINING. IF THIS IS THE CASE, 

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE RHEINLAND-PFALZ FDP IS KEEPING ITS 
OPTIONS OPEN WITH AN EYE TO THE 1979 LANDTAG ELECTIONS. LEHMANN 
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